Macbeth Template – themes and motifs  Act Five
	Theme
	Quotations
	Line/Page Reference

	Unchecked Ambition

	“I have supped full with horrors/Direness familiar to my slaughterous thoughts/Cannot once start me” (M)
	Scv 12-14

	The Influence of the Supernatural


	“The spirits that know/All mortal consequences have pronounced me thus: “Fear not, Macbeth; no man that’s born of woman/Shall e’er have power upon thee”” (M)
	Sciii 5-6

	Betrayal


	“Those he commands move only in command/Nothing in love: now does he feel his title/Hand loose about him…” (Angus)
	Scii 19-21

	Kinship versus Tyranny


	“…but for certain/He cannot buckle his distempered cause/With the belt of his rule” (Cathness)
“His secret murders sticking on his hands/Now mutely revolts upbraid his faith…” (Angus)

“Do we but find the tyrant’s power tonight/Let us be beaten, if we cannot fight” (Siward)

“The devil himself could not pronounce a title/More hateful to mine ear” (Young Siward)
	Scii 14-15
Scii 18-19

Scvi 7-8

Scvii 7-8

	Fortune, Fate and Free Will


	“Till Birnam Wood remove to Dunsinane/I cannot taint with fear…” (M)
“I will not be afraid of death and bane/Till Birnam forest come to Dunsinane” (M)

“What’s he/That was not born of woman? Such a one/Am I to fear, or none” (M)

“Let me find him, fortune!/And move I bet not” (Macduff) 
	Sciii 2-3
Sciii 59-60

Scvii 2-4

Scvii 22-23



	Natural Order


	“A great perturbation in nature, to receive at once/The benefit of sleep, and do the effects of watching!” (Doctor about Lady M)
“Out, damned spot! Out, I say…Hell is murky…” (Lady M)

“Unnatural deeds/Do breed unnatural troubles: infected minds/To their deaf pillows will discharge their secrets” (Doctor)
“Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased/Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow…which weighs upon the heart?” (M)

“I have forgotten the taste of fears/The time has been, my senses would have cooled?/To hear night-shriek…” (M)


	Sci 9-10
Sci 33-34

Sci 67-69
Sciii 40-44

Sciv 9-11



	Appearance versus Reality


	“I must not look to have; but in their stead/Curses…which the poor heart would fain deny, and dare not!” (M)
“To doubt the equivocation of the fiend/That lies the truth…” (M)

“And he these juggling fiends no more believed/That palter with us in a double sense/That keep the word of a promise to our ear/And break it to our hope” (M)

	Sciii 26-28
Scv 43-44

Scviii 19-22



	Tragic Hero

	“She should have died hereafter…Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow…Out, out, brief candle!  Life’s but a walking shadow…signifying nothing” (M)
“Why should I play the Roman fool and die/On mine own sword?” (M)

“I’ll not fight with thee” (Macbeth to Macduff)

“But get thee back, my soul is too much charged/with blood of thine already” (M to Macduff)

“Lay on Macduff/And damned be him who first cries, “Hold enough!” (M)


	Scv 17-28
Scviii 1-2

Scviii 23

Scviii 5-6

Scviii 33-34



