Macbeth Template – themes and motifs  Act Three
	Theme
	Quotations
	Line/Page Reference

	Unchecked Ambition

	“Thou hast it now: King, Cawdor, Glamis, all…I fear/Thou play’dst most foully for ‘t” (B)
“To be thus is nothing/But to be safely thus” (M)

“Upon my head they plac’d a fruitless crown/And put a barren sceptre in my grip” (M)

“We are yet but young in deed” (M)
	Act 3 sci L1/2
Act 3 sci 49

Act 3 sci 61-2

Act 3 sciv 144

	Jealousy


	 “Our fears in Banquo/Stick deep, and his royalty of nature/Reigns that which would be fear’d…” (M)
“He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valour/To act in safety” (M)

“If’t be so/For Banquo’s issue have I fil’d my mind” (M)


	Act 3 sci 49-51
Act 3 sci 53-54

Act 3 sci 64-5

	The Influence of the Supernatural


	“Thou canst not say I did it: never shake/Thy gory locks at me” (M)
“Hence, horrible shadows!/Unreal mockery, hence!” (M)

“How did you dare/To trade and traffic with Macbeth/In riddles and affairs of death” (Hecate)

“…who, as others do/Loves for his own ends, not for you” (Hecate)

“As by the strength of their illusion/Shall draw him on to his confusion” (Hecate)
	Act 3 sc iv 51-52
Act 3 sc iv 106-7

Act 3 scv 3-4

Act 3 scv 12-13

Act 3 scv 28-29

	Betrayal


	“Is it far you ride?” (M)
“Goes Fleance with you?” (M)

“I wish your horses swift and sure of foot…”(M)

“There is none but he/Whose being I do fear; and under him my genius is rebuk’d…” (M)

“That I require a clearness: and with him - /To leave no rubs nor botches in the work” (M to the murderers)
“Know Banquo was your enemy…So he is mine” (M)

“…this good man and for his issue/Whose heavy hand hath bow’d you to the grave/And beggard yours for ever?” (M)
	Act 3 sci 24
Act 3 sci 36

Act 3 sci 38

Act 3 sci 54-55

Act 3 sci 133-4

Act 3 sci 115-117

Act 3 sci 89-91

	Relationship between cruelty and masculinity


	 “…would well become/A woman’s story at a winter’s fire…when all’s done/You look upon a stool” (LM)

“What! quite unmann’d in folly?” (LM)

“I am a man again. Pray you, sit still” (M)
	Act 3 sciv 65-68
Act3 sciv 74

Act 3 sciv 108

	Kinship versus Tyranny


	“Let your highness/Command upon me; to the which my duties/…For ever knit” (B to M)

“Treason has done his worst: nor steel, nor poison/Malice domestic foreign levy, nothing/Can touch him further” (M)

“…how monstrous/It was for Malcolm and Donalbain/To kill their gracious father? damned fact!” (Lennox)
	Act 3 sci 16-18
Act 3 scii 24-26

Act 3 scvi 8-10

	Fortune, Fate and Free Will


	“Rather than so; come fate into the list/And champion me to th’ utterance!” (M)
“Fleance his son…must embrace the fate/Of that dark hour” (M)

“That the malevolence of fortune nothing/Takes from his high respect” (Lord)

	Act 3 sci 71-72
Act 3 sci 135-138

Act 3 sc vi 28-9

	Natural Order


	“We hear our bloody cousins are bestow’d/In England…Their cruel parricide” (M)
“In the affliction of these terrible dreams/That shake us nightly” (M)

“O full of scorpians is my mind, dear wife” (M)

“Good things of day begin to droop and drowse/Whiles night’s black agents to their preys do rouse” (M)

“You know your own degrees; sit down” (M)

“Then comes my fit again: I had else been perfect” (M)

“You did not give the cheer: the feast is sold…with welcome” (Lady M)

“Sit my worthy friends: my lord is often thus/And hath been from his youth” (LM)

“You have displac’d the mirth, broke the good meeting/With most admir’d disorder” (LM)

“You make me strange/Even to the disposition I owe…And keep the natural beauty of your cheeks/When mine is blanch’d with fear” (M to B’s ghost)

“Stand not upon the order of your going/But go at once” (LM)

“You lack the season of all natures, sleep” (LM)
	Act 3 sci 30-33
Act 3 scii 18-19

Act 3 scii 36

Act 3 scii 52-53

Act 3 sciv 1

Act 3 sciv 21

Act 3 sciv 33-35

Act 3 sc iv 53-4

Act 3 sciv 109-110

Act 3 sciv 112-116

Act 3 sciv 118-9

Act 3 sciv 141

	Appearance versus Reality


	“Gentle my lord, sleek o’er your rugged looks;/Be bright and jovial among your guests to-night” (LM)
“And make our faces vizards to our hearts/Disguising what they are” (M)

“Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck/Till thou applaud the deed” (M to LM)
	Act 3 scii 27-28
Act 3 scii 34-5

Act 3 scii 45-6

	Tragic Hero

	“I have a strange infirmity, which is nothing/To those that know me” (M)
“I am in blood/Stepp’d so far, that, should I wade no more/Returning were as tedious as go o’er” (M)
	Act 3 sciv 86-87

Act 3 sciv 136-138



