Macbeth Template – themes and motifs – Act TWO
	Theme
	Quotations
	Line/Page Reference

	Unchecked Ambition

	“Thriftless Ambition, that wilt ravin up/Thine own life’s means!” (Ross)
“Restrain me in the cursed thoughts…” (M)

“Thou marshall me the way that I was going…” (M)


	Act 2 sciv L28-9
Act 2 sciv L8

Act 2 sci L42

	The Influence of the Supernatural


	“A heavy summons lies like lead upon me,/And yet I would not sleep: merciful powers!” (B)
“Is this a dagger I see before me…” (M)

“Art thou not, fatal vision…A dagger of the mind, a false creation” (M)

“…witchcraft celebrates/Pale Hecate’s offerings…” (M)
	Act 2 sci L6-7
Act 2 sci L33

Act 2 sci L36-38

Act 2 sci L51-52

	Nature/Natural Order

	“Nature seems dead and wicked dreams abuse/The curtained sleep…” (M)
“Methought I heard a voice cry, Sleep no more!/Macbeth does murder sleep,” (M)

“The night has been unruly…chimneys were blown down…strange death…” (Lenox)

“The earth/Was feverous, and did shake” (Lenox)

“What! in our house?” (Lady Macbeth)

“And his gashed stabs looked like a breach in nature” (M)

“ ‘Gainst nature still” (Ross)
“No this hand will rather/The multitudinous seas incarnadine/making the green one red” (M)

“Hours dreadful and things strange, but this sore night/Hath trifled former knowings” (Old Man)
“ ‘T is unnatural,/Even like the deed that’s done…A falcon…was by a mousing Owl hawked at, and killed” (Old Man)

“And Duncan’s horses…Turned in wild nature…” (Old Man)  “ ‘T is said, they ate each other” (Ross)


	Act 2 sci L50-1
Act 2 scii L34-35

Act 2 sciii L52-4

Act 2 sciii L57-8

Act 2 sciii L86

Act 2 sciii L112

Act 2 sciv L27

Act 2 scii L60-2

Act 2 sciv L3-4

Act 2 sciv L10-13

Act 2 sciv L14-18

	Appearance versus Reality


	“Mine eyes are made the fools o’ the other senses” (M)
“To show an unfalse sorrow is an office/Which the false man does easy” (Malcolm)

“Where we are/There’s daggers in men’s smiles” (Donaldbain)

“Who can be wise, temperate and furious/Loyal and neutral in a moment…No man” (M)


	Act 2 sci L44
Act 2 sciii L135-6

Act 2 sciii L139

Act 2 sciii L107-8

	Kinship versus Tyranny


	“It is the bloody business which informs/Thus to mine eyes…” (M)
“Hear it not, Duncan; for it is a knell/That summons thee to heaven or to hell” (M)

“Most sacrilegious murder hath…temple” (Macduff)

“Murder and treason!” (Macduff)

“Against the undivulged pretence I fight/Of treasonous malice” (B)
	Act 2 sci1 L48-9
Act 2 scii 63-4
Act 2 sciii L65-6

Act 2 sciii L72

Act 2 sciii L130-1

	Fortune, Fate and Free Will


	“Lest our old robes sit easier than our new!” (Macduff)
	Act 2 sciv L38

	Tragic Hero

	“This is a sorry sight” (M)
“I’ll go no more:/I am afraid to think what I have done” (M)


	Act 2 scii L20
Act 2 scii L50

	Betrayal

	“So I lose none…counselled” (B)
“A little water clears us of this deed” (Lady M)
	Act 2 sci L27
Act 2 scii L66

	Relationship between masculinity and cruelty

	“You do unbend your noble strength, to think brainsickly things” (Lady M)
“Infirm of purpose!” (Lady M)

“Who can be wise, temperate and furious/Loyal and neutral, in a moment? No man” (M)
	Act 2 scii L 44/5
Act 2 scii L57

Act 2 sciii L107-8


