OTHELLO ACT FOUR

A shorter Act where we witness further evidence of the change in Othello and events are set in motion that ensure the tragic end.

 Scene One  Iago and Othello discuss Cassio and Desdemona’s supposed affair and it is a measure of the inner turmoil that Othello feels that he not only falls into a fit “ My lord’s fallen into an epilepsy” but also speaks with short almost incoherent utterances” Lie with her, on her, handkerchief, zounds, confessions”. Iago is pleased and recognizes the vulnerability Othello has to suggestions “ These credulous fools are caught” .Cassio arrives and Iago tells him to come back again later. Othello comes round and Iago sets up a cunning plan where he will question Cassio about Desdemona supposedly while Othelo concealed nearby listens.

This he does but after mentioning Desdemona’s name” Ply Desdemona well” he goes on to speak of Bianca “ if this suit lay in Bianca’s power How quickly would you speed” Othello is unaware that they are talking now about Bianca and while Cassio laughs at her thinks it is Desdemona he is speaking about.” Now he tells how she plucked hi m to my chamber”. Bianca arrives and presents Cassio with the handkerchief now upset that she has been asked to copy it. She is jealous and leaves loudly. Cassio needing to shut her up before his name is shouted in the street leaves after her. Iago and Othello discuss what he has heard and he is resolved to kill her “ Chop her into messes. Cuckold me!”He suggests poison but Iago has a better plan “ strangle her in her bed even the bed she hath contaminated”. He is totally absorbed in the humiliation he feels and the pain of losing the love of Desdemona . Again there is the fluctuation of his love and hate. “ Oh the pity of it, the pity of it Iago” It is in the perceived imperfection of such a glorious woman that he sees the hurt. Lords arrive from Venice with orders for Othello. He is to return home and Cassio  is to be left in charge. Desdemona also there explains the breach between Cassio and Othello to the Lords and requests them to try and fix it. Othello totally beside himself at her support of Cassio strikes her in front of the Lords. This is a totally barbaric act and one that leaves them aghast. “ My Lord this would not be believed in Venice” and it would not have happened in Venice because of the calm and law and order that prevails there. They request him to call her back because she is obviously upset. He does so and then taunts her in front of them. “ O well painted passion. Away “ After he leaves the lords express their dismay at the change in him “ Is this the noble moor? Is this the nature whom passion could not shake?” Iago subtly suggests that Othello has struck Desdemona before “ Yet would I know that stroke would prove the worst” insinuating that there are worse things that have been done. Othello’s reputation is now totally gone in the eyes of the noblemen he at the beginning called his equals. “ I am sorry that I am deceived in him”.
Scene two  has Emilia being questioned by Othello about Cassio and Desdemona. She maintains that there has been nothing going on and that Desdemona is totally honest “ I wager she is honest, lay down my soul at stake” but Othello does not believe her dismissing her as a common whore also and one that doesn’t even understand the “ subtle whore” that is Desdemona. When Desdemona arrives to see him he is cruel and distracted. She cannot understand why he is like this “ I understand a fury in your words But not the words” he makes her kneel before him and accuses her “ Thou art false as hell”. She maintains her innocence “ Alas what ignorant sin have I committed?” He is blatant “ I took you for that cunning whore of Venice that married with Othello.” He is totally out of his depth and consumed by anger and a jealousy that because of who he is cannot be resolved by calm consideration or common sense. He has no restraints as civilized men have and is reduced to the barbarian black men were perceived to be.
He leaves and Desdemona is distracted. Emilia calls Iago who comforts Desdemona after hearing that she has been called a whore . He suggests that Othello has been duped by some “ cozening rogue, some eternal villain” aptly describing himself and his part. Desdemona implores him to go to Othello and try and reason with him “ Good friend go to him”. They leave for dinner.

Roderigo then resurfaces and again is the first character who accuses Iago of not being honest. He has been giving Iago jewels and money to give to Desdemona in an effort to buy her love but nothing has come of it. Indeed Iago has never given anything to Desdemona and kept it for himself. “ I will make myself known to Desdemona and if she will return my jewels I will give over my suit and sek satisfaction of you. “ Iago in a splendid display tells Roderigo that he is impressed by his show of spirit “ I see there is mettle in thee” and tells him that if he uses this spirit “ this night” he will “ enjoy Desdemona”. It is  Iago’s incredible ability to work men that allows Roderigo to feel a little less aggrieved and agree to such a plan. He claims that Othello has received orders to go to “ Mauritinia” and if he does then Roderigo will have no chance at all with Desdemona. But if “ his abode be lingered here by some accident” he will remain and Roderigo will have a chance. The accident he presents involves “knocking out” Cassio’s brains. He explains to Roderigo that Cassio is at Bianca’s house “ sups tonight with a harlotry” and Roderigo needs to wait outside and stab him as he leaves. “ You may take him at your pleasure”. He says he will be there to support him and Roderigo agrees. The stage is set for the final disasters that will ensure the tragic fall of Othello.
 Scene Three  shows us Desdemona getting ready for bed with Emilia. She asks Emilia whether she would sleep with other men for any reason because she herself being so pure of heart and so loving and so virtuous cannot  understand how anyone could do such a thing? “ “ Tell me Emilia are there such women do abuse their husbands” “ Wouldst thou do such a deed for all the world?” Emilia a great deal more worldly replies  that she would do it if it meant gaining the whole world.” Yes a dozen Who would not make her husband a cuckold to make him a monarch?”. Desdemona in a sad reverie sings a song her maid once sang just before she killed herself because of unrequited love and we are aware that this is just what is going to happen to her. We feel an immense pity for her because she hasn’t the resources to deal with Othello and without this her downfall is assured also.

The Act has set up the final tragedy by dealing with Cassio and setting the scene for Desdemona’s obvious death. We are given a further confirmation of Desdemona’s intrinsic goodness, her nobility and well mannered civilized nature. This must contrast with our obvious dislike of what Othello has become. Iago has again shown a subtlety in dealing with all and it is almost inconceivable that the only character who glimpses a degree of dishonesty in him is Roderigo who hasn’t the brains to make anything of it.
