OTHELLO ACT THREE

In this act the manipulation of Othello by Iago continues and his downfall is ensured by the clever use of several tokens from Iago.

Scene One opens with Cassio in the early morning seeking Emila so he can organize to approach Desdemona. He is obviously distraught and desparate to regain Othello’s favour.There is a light hearted conversation with the clown and musicians which is used by Shakespeare to flatten the tension a little; it is difficult to maintain tension for a long time and by flattening it a little it can build to new intensity. Iago comes upon him and offers to not only send Emilia to talk to him but also “ to devise a mean to draw the Moor out of the way, that your converse and business be more free” Cassio is thankful and calls him “ kind and honest”..Emilia comes and although she assures him that Othello “ loves him” he is concerned about the standing of Montano and cannot politically return Cassio to his position. This is not enough for Cassio and he insists on seeing Desdemona “ give me advantage of some brief discourse with desdemon alone.”

The stage is therefore set for the development of the connection between Cassio and Desdemona.

Scene Two purely exists to set up a meeting between Iago and Othello from whence they can go to meet Cassio and Desdemona.
In Scene Three Cassio speaks with Desdemona who assures him she will indeed try her hardest to achieve a reconciliation between them.” Assure thee, if I do vow a friendship, I’ll perform it to the last article.’ Indicating hr steadfast spirit which Iago recognized in the last Act.She describes how she will pester and pester Othello with the issue “ My Lord shall never rest. I’ll intermingle everything he does with Cassio’s suit.”.She is optimistic about the results and believes that she will be able to accomplish this easily. Iago and Othello approach them and Cassio feeling embarrassed around Othello, remember this is only the next morning after his drunken brawl and so leaves “ I am very ill at ease” and we can imagine that his general body language would  reflect this. Iago with Othello sees his departure and utters the words that sets the whole scheme in motion “ Ha I like not that” and  describes Cassio as ‘ sneaking away so guilty like, seeing you coming”. 
When they reach Desdemona she immediately goes into defence of Cassio  “I have been talking with a suitor here A man that languishes in your displeasure” “ Call him back” She presses Othello to see Cassio “ tonight at supper?, tomorrow then? Tuesday morn?...” Othello puts her off but then somewhat portentously “ But I do love thee and when I love thee not chaos is come again” states indicating his depth of feeling for Desdemona and also his understanding of how her love stabilizes him.

Iago then engages Othello in a suggestive conversation about Cassio, never stating directly what he thinks but insinuating so Othello picks up a degree of disquiet about cassio and Desdemona. “ Thou echoest me as if there was some monster in thy thought too horrible to be shown, show me thy thought.” Iago prevaricates further and then seeing Othello getting worked up warns him against jealousy “ Beware my lord of jealousy. It is the green eyed monster that doth mock the meat it feeds on. That cuckold lives in bliss who certain of his fate loves not his wronger.” The inclusion of the cuckold is singularly clever. Othello has passed beyond an ignorance of just what it is that Iago is suggesting and is now looking for proof “ I’ll see before I doubt and ; when I doubt, prove..”He is already ready to entertain the possibility of Desdemona cheating.
Iago compounds the issue by instructing Othello to watch Desdemona with Cassio intimating that to be thus with men is a common occurrence in Venice “I know our country disposition well, In Venice they do let heaven see the pranks they dare not show their husbands” and also reminds Othello that Desdemona has deceived before, as when she deceived her father “ She did deceive her father , marrying you.”

Othello is noticeably shaken and Iago goes on pushing him to admit he is upset, “ I see you are moved” ,. Iago then leaves after reiterating that the only reason he has told Othello what he has is because he is his dear friend.

Othello left alone in a soliloquy then goes over how much he appreciates Iago’s honesty, showing not even a glimmer of realization that he is being duped. He describes his differences “ haply I am black, ..have not those soft parts of conversation…declined into the vale of tears..I am abused.” He feels like the outsider just as Iago has planned .
Desdemona returns and finds a much distracted Othello who excuses the change on a headache. She touches his forehead with her handkerchief which he brushes off. Now this seems ironic later in the play. The handkerchief is of critical importance to the play and is seen as almost sacred by Othello. If this is the case how could he so offhandedly push it to the ground and not notice?

Then another rather incongruous thing occurs. Emilia, supposedly Desdemona’s friend finds the handkerchief , tells us how much it means to Desdemona” she reserves it ever more about her, To kiss and talk to” and resolves to give it to Iago because he has often asked for it .” My wayward husband hath wooed me to steal it.”. Is this the action of a friend? 

She gives it to Iago demanding to know what he will do with it”If it not be for some matter of import giv’t me again.”

Iago resolves to “ lose” the handkerchief in “ Cassio’s lodgings” and with this will inform Othello and watch him further descend into jealous rage. Iago is a master of manipulation. He knows very well how people think and act and how they will react “trifles light as air are to the jealous confirmations strong”.

Then follows a conversation between Othello and Iago where Othello expresses the agony he feels “ Thou hast placed me on the rack” now that Iago has told him of Desdemona’s affair. He claims it was better to not suspect anything “ I had been happy if the general camp, all had tasted her sweet body so I had nothing known” It is in the knowing that he is pained. After moaning for sometime he demands Iago bring him physical proof. Proof he can see. Ocular proof “ give me ocular proof” and then in one of the somewhat portentous parts of the play describes just what would happen to Iago if he was lying. “ Never pray more; abandon all remorse”. “Othello’s occupations gone”, he will never be the same again. From here he vaccilates between love and hate of Desdemona which is portrayed in opposing imagery “ Dian’s visage is now begrimed and black” for example. Iago then lies and tells him of an occasion when he was sleeping with Cassio and Cassio talked in his sleep” I heard him say Sweet Desdemona let us hide our loves”, he claimed Cassio “ kissed me hard” and “laid his leg over my thigh”, and although he is sure to mention to Othello it was but a dream he also points out that dreams often speak the truth. To compound matters he tells Othello he has seen Cassio “ wipe his beard” with the handkerchief he gave to Desdemona. Othello is quite undone by this “ Arise black vengeance” They swear to get revenge in a parody of praying “ Iago doth give up his execution to wrong’d Othello’s service”. Othello requests the death of Cassio and Iago assures him it will be done “ My friend is dead Tis done as you request”. 

Scene four involves a conversation between Othello and Desdemona where Othello is obviously distracted. He claims her hand “ is moist hot, hot” a sign of lust, and questions her closely on the whereabouts of the handkerchief. Now if Desdemona had any sense she would admit she doesn’t have it but perhaps because she is distracted by his apparent underlying rage she is too scared to do so. “ It is not lost but if it were?” she says. He will not be put off “ Fetch me the handkerchief: my mind misgives” and leaves. Emilia a more worldly lady than Desdemona recognizes that he is consumed by jealousy “ Is not this man jealous” but Desdemona will not believe it . Cassio arrives and again implores Desdemona to persist in getting Othello to reconsider his demotion but Desdemona points out “ her advocation is not now in tune” meaning she is aware that there is a problem between her and Othello although she has no idea what it is. Both Iago and Emilia surmise that the problem is in the news from Venice although Emilia reiterates that it is jealousy. Again Desdemona can’t conceive it.

We then meet Bianca a whore who has a passion for Cassio who implores him to visit her. Cassio probably to fob her off gives her the handkerchief claiming he wants a copy made before the owner, whoever that might be wants it back “ I’d have it copied”. Bianca is furious believing it is a gift from another woman and she also shows jealousy” This is some token from a newer friend” and leaves with Cassio promising to visit her later that night.

The Act has shown us Othello consumed by jealousy and a very different man from the noble character at the beginning of the play. He acts as if he is deranged and speaks with anger and terseness. We feel sorry for Desdemona and can see that although iago has worked his evil plans well it is Othello’s inability to accurately read situations and people that have let it happen. It is this flaw in his character that allows Iago to succeed. So what is the cause then of the downfall?? 
