Iago  Motives quotes/ character

Roderigo to Iago r.e. Othello, Act One. 

Thou told’st me thou held him in thy hate.

Iago to Roderigo of Cassio’s promotion

But he, sir, had the election,

He..must his Lieutenant be

And I ..his Moorship’s ancient    

and 
I follow him to serve my turn upon him

I follow but myself,..not I for love nor duty, but seeming so for my peculiar end”

I am not what I am.

To Brabantio

“even now, even now an old black ram is tupping your white ewe

“The devil will make a grandsire out of you.”  ALIGNS THE RACE ISSUE WITH THE DEVIL.

and 

 “Though I do hate him as I do hell’s pains,   ..I must show out a flag and sign of love”  
Othello speaking, mislead, about Iago.
 “ A man he is of honesty and trust”  
Iago’s first soliloquy.

 “ I hate the Moor, and it is thought abroad that twixt my sheets He’s done my office. I know not if it be true Yet I, for mere suspicion of the kind will do as if for surety.”  He believes Othello has been sleeping with Emilia, or at least supposes he has heard that she has. It is interesting to see how he acknowledges that there is a doubt but refuses to think further about it, but says he will act on it. One of the characteristics of Iago, is that he needs to be in control.

 “ He holds me well: the better shall my purpose work on him”  Recognition of the respect he knows Othello has for him and again a reasonable assumption, it will be easier to work against him because he thinks Iago is his friend.
“ Cassio’s a proper man: let me see now; to get his place and to plume my will in double knavery? How”  Nothing is held back with Iago - we know everything he is planning. It is this factor of dramatic irony, where the audience know more than Othello, that makes us pity him more . His recognition of Cassio as a good man and a handsome man is interesting.
 “ After some time to abuse Othello’s ear, that he is too familiar with his wife; He hath a person and a smooth dispose To be suspected, fram’d to make women false.” Again a clear understanding of human nature he can see that a handsome and agreeable man could be the sort to make women stray.

 “ The Moor is of a free and open nature, that thinks men honest that but seem to be so, And will as tenderly be led by the nose As asses are..   Iago is kind of primitive in his knowledge of people, he knows behavior not character. He shows an interest because it will suit his opportunist nature.
“I hav’t. It is engendered. Hell and night Must bring this monstrous birth to the worlds’ light”   Iago is well aware of the evil he is about to do as he says here. It is a monstrous birth,  a birth that goes against the order set down by God. Look at the addition of hell and night. Again he sees the connection with evil.
 “ He takes her by the palm. Ay,well said: whisper. With as little snare as this will I ensnare as great a fly as Cassio.  Iago of Cassio and Desdemona. Again showing he regards his plan as cunning.

“ Oh you are well tuned now, but I’ll set down the pegs that make this music.” Iago is well aware of the noble nature of the love between Othello and Desdemona; sees the relationship as strong here.

Iago to Roderigo about Desdemona “Desdemona is directly in love with him,(Cassio)Mark me with what violence she first loved the Moor for bragging and telling her fantastical lies” “ And what delight shall she have to look on the devil?” When the blood is made dull with the act of sport, there should be ,again to inflame it a fresh appetite, loveliness in favour, sympathy in years, manners beauties; all of which the Moor is defective in”. “The knave is handsome, young and hath all the requisites in him that folly and green minds look after.”  This could be seen as a sensible recounting of the situation with O and Des. Des is young and inexperienced, however for the tragedy to be really tragic we need perhaps to see the love between O and Des as one of absolute love.

 “ The Moor is of a constant, loving, noble nature and I dare think he’ll prove to Desdemona a most dear husband. “  He reads Othello well. This makes what he is planning truly awful.

“Now, I do love her too, not out of absolute lust, but partly to diet my revenge, for that I do suspect the Moor hath leap’d into my seat, the thought whereof doth gnaw my inwards: and nothing can or shall content my soul till I am even’d with him wife for wife;Or failing so, I’ll put the Moor into a jealousy so strong that judgement cannot cure.”  Iago now fully believes as he said he would that Othello has slept with Emilia and describes the jealousy he feels. It is this that makes him partly want to fire the jealousy in Othello.

 “ I fear Cassio with my night cap too”.  He also thinks Cassio has been with Emilia. Perhaps it is the fact that he doesn’t understand his wife that makes him susceptible to thoughts such as these?

 “ I’ll make the Moor thank me, love me and reward me,for making him an ass, and practicing upon his peace and quiet Even to madness”  Again he tells us more of what he plans to do to Othello. He has already set up Roderigo to challenge Cassio who is quick of temper

Iago to Monatano re Cassio’s drinking. “I fear the trust Othello puts him in”  insinuating that Cassio is unreliable because of his drinking;  a good and clever way to set the scene for the altercation with Roderigo. But upon Montano suggesting that Iago tell Othello of the problem he replies “I do love Cassio well and would do much to cure him of this evil” presenting the face of a true friend who wants to help  others.
 When the brawl occurs and Othello presses him to speak, Iago maintains this façade looking like a very loyal friend. “I would rather have this tongue cut from my mouth than it should do offence to Cassio.” Othello is deceived “I know Iago your honesty and love doth mince this matter”

“ And what’s he now that says I play the villain? When this advice is free and honest and indeed the course to win the Moor?  He is stating the obvious. What he has proposed Cassio does is reasonable and a good way of getting back into Othello’s good graces. The mere fact he suggests the villain is that he is well aware as are we that he plans more than this and that is where the villainy comes in.

 “ Divinity of hell when devils will the blackest sins put on, they do suggest with heavenly shows as I do now. I’ll pour this pestilence into his ear…so will I turn her virtue into pitch, and out of her own goodness make the net that shall ensnare them all.”  Moves into a realistic awareness of just how horrible his plan is. It is aligned with hell and devils and in his reading of the virtue of Desdemona and  her true nature, her closeness  with Othello and the fact that he will be able to influence him because of the great love he has for her; he shows that underneath his own jealousy he is well aware of the true state of things.

 “ I never knew a Florentine more honest”  Cassio when Iago appears to be helping him to speak with Des and so be reinstated.
 “ It is my nature’s plague to spy into abuses and oft my jealousy shapes faults that are not.” To Othello. How true. It is indeed jealousy that motivates him and he does go further into motives and the reasons people do things than others. 
“Trifles light as air are to the jealous confirmations strong as holy writ.” Upon receiving the handkerchief from Emilia. “ The Moor already changes with my poison”.  He can see that Othello is changing . He is also well aware that what he is doing is evil. Note that he is using poison when Othello was accused of just this by Brabantio because he was black.
“In sleep I heard him say “Sweet Desdemona, let us be wary, let us hide our love” lying about a dream that Cassio had. Although he does go on to quantify this “  Nay this was but a dream”  but Othello is convinced. “But this denote a foregone conclusion”  he replies. Iago is moving further into the ocular proof Othello has demanded. He then goes on to tell Othello he has seen the handkerchief in Cassio’s hand. But such a handkerchief, I am sure it was your wife’s did I today See Cassio wipe his beard with.”  This is the next move towards the proof Othello has demanded.
