Macbeth Template – themes and motifs  Act Four
	Theme
	Quotations
	Line/Page Reference

	Unchecked Ambition

	“Then live Macduff: what need I fear of thee?/ But yet I’ll make assurance double sure…Thou shalt not live” (M)
“From this moment/The very firstlings of my heart shall be/The firstlings of my hand” (M)
	Sci 82-84
Sci 146-148

	Jealousy


	“I pray you/Let no my jealousies be your dishonours/But mine own safeties…” (Malcolm to Macduff)
	Sciii 28-30

	The Influence of the Supernatural


	“Double, double, toil and trouble:/Fire burn; and cauldron, bubble” (witches)
“By the pricking of my thumbs/Something wicked this way comes” (second witch)

“How now, you secret, black and midnight hags!” (M)

“Of nature’s germens tumble all-together…answer me/To what I ask you” (M)

“Macbeth! Macbeth!Macbeth! Beware Macduff/Beware the Thane of Fife” (First Apparition)

“Be bloody, bold and resolute: laugh to scorn/The power of man, for none of woman born shall harm Macbeth” (second Apparition)

“What is this/That rises like the issue of a king…And top of sovereignty?” (M)

“Macbeth shall never vanquished be until/Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane Hill/Shall come against him” (Third Apparition)
	Sci 10-11
Sci 44-45

Sci 48

Sci 59-61

Sci 71-2

Sci 79-81

Sci 87-89

Sci 92-94



	Betrayal


	“Macduff is fled to England” (Lennox)
“Time, thou anticipatist my dread exploits…” (M)

“The castle of Macduff I will surprise/Seize upon Fife” (M)
	Sci 142
Sci 144

Sci 150-1



	Kinship versus Tyranny


	“Yet my heart/Throbs to know one thing: tell me…shall Banquo’s issue ever/Reign in this kingdom?” (M)
He had none/His flight was madness: when our actions do not/Our fears do make us traitors” (Lady Macduff)

“But cruel are the times, when we are traitors/And do not know ourselves…” (Ross)

“Was my father a traitor, mother?” (Lady Macduff’s son)

“Ay, that he was” (Lady Macduff)

“Oh nation miserable!/ With an untitled tyrant, bloody-sceptered!” (Macduff)

“I would not be the villain that thou thinkest/For the whole space that’s in the tyrant’s grasp/And the rick East to boot” (Macduff to Malcolm)


	Sci 100-103
Scii 3-4

Scii 18-19

Scii 45

Scii 46

Sciii 103-104

Sciii 35-37


	Fortune, Fate and Free Will


	“Whate’er thou art, for thy good caution, thanks” (M)
	Sci 73-7



	Natural Order


	“He loves us not/He wants the natural touch; for the poor wren/…will fight her young ones in her nest” (Lady Macduff)
“Each new morn/New widows howl, new orphans cry; new sorrows/Strike heaven on the face” (Macduff)

“Boundless intemperance/In nature is a tyranny; it hath been/Th’ untimely emptying of the happy throne/And fall of many kings” (Macduff)

“Our country sinks beneath the yoke/It weeps, it bleeds; and each new day a gash /Is added to her wounds” (Malcolm)
	Scii 9-11
Sciii 4-6

Sciii 67-69

Sciii 39-41



	Appearance versus Reality


	“That when they shall be opened, black Macbeth/Will seem as pure as snow…” (Malcolm)
	Sciv 51-52

	Tragic Hero

	“Angels are bright still, though the brightest fell” (Malcolm)
“This tyrant, whose sole name blisters our tongues/Was once thought honest: you have loved him well” (Malcolm to Macduff)

“But Macbeth is/A good and virtuous nature may recoil/In an imperial charge” (Malcolm)
	Sciii 22
Sciii 12-13

Sciii 18-19




